Austin Community College
English 2327 - American Literature I: Beginnings through Civil War 
RGC 110, TH 9:10 AM – 10:25 AM
Spring 2011, Jan. 18 – May 15
Syn. 23424, Sec. 009

Colin Shanafelt
Email: shanafeltc@mac.com
Cell: 512-796-7137
Office: RGC 3150 – MW 8:40 – 9:10
Website: www.austincc.edu/cshanafe

Prerequisites:
Enrollment in any literature course requires credit for both ENGL 1301 and ENGL 1302 or their equivalents. The grade in ENGL 1302 must be at least “C.” Instructor will verify.

Course Description: 
English 2327 - American Literature I: Beginnings through Civil War is a survey of American literature from the beginnings of the nation through the Civil War.

Course Objectives:
· To provide a working knowledge of the characteristics of various literary genres.
· To develop analytical skills and critical thinking through reading, discussion, and written assignments.
· To broaden a student’s intercultural reading experience.
· To deepen a student’s awareness of the universal human concerns that are the basis for literary works.
· To stimulate a greater appreciation of language as an artistic medium and of the aesthetic principles that shape literary works.
· To understand literature as an expression of human values within an historical and social context.

Required Textbooks: 
1. The Norton Anthology of American Literature, 7th edition. Volumes A & B.
2. The Bedford Handbook, by Diana Hacker, 7th edition with 2009 MLA update (recommended)

Attendance:
Attendance is mandatory. I do check attendance. You can miss four classes without penalty. On your fifth absence, I will withdraw you from the course, or you will receive an F. From attending a concert to attending a funeral, I consider all absences valid. Please do not bring me a doctor’s note or try to explain your absence. Every absence counts. There may be times when you come to class and leave right after the quiz. That counts as one of your four absences. You also may tell me that you will be absent beforehand, but your absence will still count. 

Withdrawal Policy:
The Texas State Legislature passed a bill stating that students who first enroll in public colleges and universities beginning in fall 2007 and thereafter may not withdraw from more than six classed during their undergraduate college career. See the ACC Student Handbook for further information. If you have exceeded your limit and need to withdraw, you will receive an F in the course.

Reading:
Reading assignments are due at the beginning of class on the day they are assigned. Quizzes over reading assignments will constitute 30% of your final grade. Not all reading assigned will be discussed in class, but you are nevertheless responsible for those selections. Some reading will be done in class only, and you are responsible for those readings as well. 

Writing Assignments:
You will write several essays over the course of the semester. All papers must be turned in at the beginning of class on the day they are due. All papers must be typed, properly formatted, and must adhere to MLA 2009 documentation format, which can be found in The Bedford Handbook with the 2009 MLA update or in the seventh edition of the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. Regardless of the reason, any paper not turned in within the first fifteen minutes of the class period on the day it is due will be considered late. No papers will be accepted via email.

Late Work:
There will be a letter grade deduction for every calendar day an essay is late. If you are going to be absent on the day an essay is due, place your completed essay in my campus mailbox where it will be stamped with the date and time. Make sure to get it there before the beginning of class on the day it is due. If you are absent on the day of a quiz or an in-class activity, you will receive a zero for that quiz or activity. There is no way to make up missed quizzes. If you are late to class and miss the quiz, you will receive a zero for that quiz; there is no way to make it up.  

Grading:
	Essays and Exams – 70%				Quizzes – 30%
· You will be given one objective test covering the first third of the course material.
· For the paper assignments, I will assign a letter grade to each essay. 
· (A+ = 98, A = 95, A- = 92, 90 = 90) 
· Guidelines for preparing and turning in your writing assignments are provided in this syllabus. The formatting of your papers affects the score you receive, so please carefully follow the guidelines.
· I will drop three quizzes.
· You will have the opportunity to receive three additional (extra credit) quiz grades of 100. See assignment for details.

Scholastic Dishonesty:
Acts prohibited by the college for which discipline may be administered include scholastic dishonesty (e.g. cheating on an exam or quiz, plagiarizing, and unauthorized collaboration with another in preparing outside work). Academic work submitted by students shall be the result of their individual thought, research, or self-expression. If I catch you cheating or plagiarizing, the consequences will be severe. 
Course Calendar: 
	Jan
	18
	T
	Introductions
Literary Analysis

	
	20
	TH
	PLATO
Allegory of the Cave <Packet – on Blackboard>

Beginnings
The Iroquois Creation Story 17
Pima Stories of the Beginning of the World
   The Story of the Creation	22 
   The Story of the Flood	24

CHRISTOPHER COLUMBUS (1451–1506) 
From Letter to Luis de Santangel Regarding the First Voyage
(February 15, 1493)	32 

	
	25
	T
	Puritanism (notes)
ANNE BRADSTREET (ca. 1612–1672) 187
The Flesh and the Spirit	202 
The Author to Her Book	204 
Here Follows Some Verses upon the Burning of Our House	212 

JONATHAN EDWARDS (1703–1758) 384
Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God	430-436

	
	27
	TH
	Neoclassical Age (notes)
THOMAS PAINE (1737–1809) 629
The Age of Reason	643
   Chapter I. The Author’s Profession of Faith	643 
   Chapter II. Of Missions and Revelations	644
   Chapter XI. Of the Theology of the Christians, and the True Theology 646

	Feb
	1
	T
	BENJAMIN FRANKLIN (1706–1790) 449
Information to Those Who Would Remove to America 463

THE FEDERALIST 665
No. 1 [Alexander Hamilton]	666 
No. 10 [James Madison]	669

	
	3
	TH
	Romanticism (notes)

	
	8
	T
	HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW (1807–1882)	1495 
A Psalm of Life	1497 
The Day Is Done	1499
The Cross of Snow	1506

	
	10
	TH
	WILLIAM CULLEN BRYANT (1794–1878) 1044 
Thanatopsis	1045 
To a Waterfowl	1047 
Sonnet—To an American Painter Departing for Europe 1048
The Prairies	1048

	
	15
	T

	JAMES FENIMORE COOPER (1789–1851) 985
The Pioneers	987
   Volume II	 
      Chapter II [The Judge’s History of the Settlement; A Sudden Storm]	988
      Chapter III [The Slaughter of the Pigeons]



	
	17
	TH
	Major Exam




	
	22
	T
	Dark Romanticism (notes)
EDGAR ALLAN POE (1809–1849) 1528
Sonnet—To Science	1532 
To Helen	1532 
Alone	     1536 
The Raven	1536 
Annabel Lee	1542

	
	24
	TH
	EDGAR ALLAN POE (1809–1849)
To ———. Ulalume: A Ballad	1539
The Cask of Amontillado	1612

	Mar
	1
	T
	EDGAR ALLAN POE (cont.)
The Black Cat 1593
The Tell-Tale Heart	1589

	
	3
	TH
	HERMAN MELVILLE (1819–1891) 2304
Moby-Dick	2320
   Chapter 1. Loomings	2321 
   Chapter 3. The Spouter-Inn	 2325
   Chapter 28. Ahab	2335

	
	8
	T
	HERMAN MELVILLE (cont.)
   Chapter 36. The Quarter-Deck 2337
   Chapter 41. Moby Dick	2342
   Chapter 42. The Whiteness of the Whale 2349
   Chapter 47. The Mat-Maker <Packet – on Blackboard>
Paper 1 Topics Given

	
	10
	TH
	HERMAN MELVILLE (cont.) 
   Chapter 96. The Tryworks <Packet – on Blackboard>
   Chapter 98. Stowing Down & Clearing Up <Packet – on Blackboard>
   Chapter 135. The Chase—Third Day	2355 
   Epilogue	2363

	
	15
	T
	OFF

	
	17
	TH
	OFF

	
	22
	T
	NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE (1804–1864) 1272
The Birth-Mark	1320

	
	24
	TH
	NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE (Cont.)
Young Goodman Brown 1289

	
	29
	T
	Transcendentalism (notes)
RALPH WALDO EMERSON (1803–1882) 1106
Nature	1110
   Chapter I: Nature
   Chapter II: Commodity
Paper 1 Due

	
	31
	TH
	RALPH WALDO EMERSON (1803–1882) (Cont.)
Self-Reliance	1163

	Apr
	5
	T
	RALPH WALDO EMERSON (1803–1882) (Cont.)
The Divinity School Address	1151 
Paper 2 Topics Given




	
	7
	TH
	HENRY DAVID THOREAU (1817–1862) 1853
Walden, or Life in the Woods 1872
   Economy 1872 – 1885
   Where I Lived, and What I Lived For 1914

	
	12
	T
	HENRY DAVID THOREAU (1817–1862)
Walden, or Life in the Woods
   Spring 2027
   Conclusion 2038

	
	14
	TH
	MARGARET FULLER 1637
from The Great Lawsuit: Man versus Men. Woman versus Women 1640
Review of Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave 1673

	
	
19
	T
	EMILY DICKINSON (1830–1886) 2554 
112 [67] [Success is counted sweetest]	2558 
202 [185] [“Faith” is a fine invention] 2561
207 [214] [I taste a liquor never brewed - ] 2562
236 [324] [Some keep the Sabbath going to Church - ] 2563
259 [287] [A Clock stopped - ]	2564 
260 [288] [I’m Nobody! Who are you?]	2564 
279 [664] [Of all the Souls that stand create - ] 2565 
Paper 2 Due

	
	21
	TH
	EMILY DICKINSON (1830–1886) (cont.)
320 [258] [There’s a certain Slant of light] 2567
340 [280] [I felt a Funeral, in my Brain]	2568 
347 [348] [I dreaded that first Robin, so]	2568 
355 [510] [It was not Death, for I stood up]	2570 
372 [341] [After great pain, a formal feeling comes - ]	2572 
373 [501] [This World is not conclusion]	2572

	
	26
	T
	Slave Narratives
FREDERICK DOUGLASS (1818–1895) 2060
Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, an American Slave,
Written by Himself	 2064 
   Chapter I
   Chapter II
   Chapter X

	
	28



	TH
	HARRIET JACOBS (ca. 1813–1897) 1808
Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl	1809
   I. Childhood	1809 
   VII. The Lover	1812 
   X. A Perilous Passage in the Slave Girl’s Life	1816
   XIV. Another Link to Life	1819 
   XXI. The Loophole of Retreat	1822 
   XLI. Free at Last	1824

	May
	3
	T
	WALT WHITMAN (1819–1892) (Cont.)
Song of Myself (1881)
   Parts 1, 2, 3, 15, 21, 22, 24, 30, 31, 43, 51, 52
Deadline for Extra Credit (No Exceptions!)




	
	5
	TH
	WALT WHITMAN (1819–1892) (Cont.)
Sea-Drift	2267
   Out of the Cradle Endlessly Rocking	2267
   As I Ebb’d with the Ocean of Life	2272 
Whispers of Heavenly Death	2288 
   A Noiseless Patient Spider	2288

	
	10
	T
	Final Exam work day

	
	12
	TH
	Final Exam




Student Freedom of Expression:
Each student is strongly encouraged to participate in class. In any classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. These differences enhance the learning experience and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn. On sensitive and volatile topics, students should show the utmost respect for diverse of opinions. 

Students with Disabilities:
Each ACC campus offers support services for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. Students with disabilities must request reasonable accommodations through the Office for Students with Disabilities on the campus where they expect to take the majority of their classes.


Guidelines for Preparing Writing Assignments

1. Margins: 1 inch on top, bottom, and sides.
2. Font: New Times Roman 12 pt. throughout (no exceptions)
3. Spacing: Double space your entire paper
4. Heading: Name, “Professor Shanafelt,” assignment name, date in upper left (double spaced)
5. Title: An original title (not the title of the assignment) centered on the first page on the first line below heading, no bolding, no italics, no font change
6. Page numbers: your last name and the page number in the header, right justified, not on first page
7. Justification: Left, not full or right
8. Staple your pages together.
9. Do not use a cover page.
10. Paragraph indentations: ½-inch. 
11. Do not skip extra lines between paragraphs. Double-space the entire paper.
12. Do not use the first or second-person point of view (I, you, we, us). 
13. Use MLA documentation for any source information you use.

Sample First and Second Pages of Essay
 (
1-inch 
margin
)
 (
Mark Twain
Professor Shanafelt
Narrative Essay
February 1, 1885
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
 
You don’t know about me without you have read a book by the name of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer; but that ain't no matter. That book was made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he told the 
)
 (
original title
)



 (
 double- 
 spaced 
 text
)



 (
no full or right justification
) (
½-inch
paragraph indent
ation
)




 (
 1-inch 
margin
)




 (
Twain 2
truth, mainly. There was things which he stretched, but mainly he told the truth. That is nothing. I never seen anybody but lied one time or another, 
)
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