San Antonio College (Revised 3/4/2012)
HUMA-2319-004 - Online
American Minority Studies 
Spring 2012, 1/17/2012 – 5/12/2012

Colin Shanafelt
[bookmark: _GoBack]Assistant Professor of English and Humanities
Contact:
1. Blackboard Vista Mail (Preferred contact method)
2. shanafeltc@mac.com (For rapid response)

Course Description: 
This course explores both the common and the distinct cultural values of ethnic, linguistic, and racial minorities in American culture with particular emphasis on three dominant cultural groups in South Texas: African-Americans, German-Americans, and Mexican-Americans. Students will examine the role minority cultures in American society from historical, literary, and sociological perspectives, thus learning to engage in interdisciplinary inquiry.

Prerequisites:
Writing Basic Skills Prerequisite: ENGL 0301
Reading Basic Skills Prerequisite: READ 0303

Required Textbooks and Supplies: 
1. Ellison, Ralph. Invisible Man. ISBN: 978-0679732761
2. Anaya, Rodolfo. Bless Me, Ultima. ISBN: 978-0446675369
3. Underwood, Rodman L., Death on the Nueces. ISBN: 978-1571683038
4. Macrorie, Ken. The I-Search Paper. ISBN: 978-0867092233
5. Microsoft Word (must read .docx files)
6. A reliable internet connection

Course Objectives:
1. Students will develop awareness of the scope and variety of works in the arts and humanities relating to American minorities and their unique social, cultural, and political experiences.
2. Students will identify and understand the social, cultural, and political expressions of American minority communities within historical and social contexts.
3. Students will respond critically to works in the arts and humanities.
4. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the influence of literature, philosophy, and/or the arts on intercultural experiences as they apply to American minority groups. 

Course Layout:
I try to make my online courses simple to navigate and highly enriching. The majority of your grade will be based on writing assignments: Analytical Response Paragraphs (x3), a 2000-word I-Search Paper, and a written Final Exam. Together, these assignments constitute 75% of your overall grade. The remaining 25% comes from four objective quizzes (one in each unit) worth  6.25% each.

This course is presented in four learning modules (“Units”). Each unit contains reading assignments, supplemental materials, an Analytical Response Paragraph assignment, and an optional discussion. You can move through the course in any order and at your own pace, but all assignments and exams must be completed by their posted due dates. You my turn in your Analytical Response Paragraphs and your I-Search Paper as early as you like, and you may take your objective quizzes anytime before they are due. You may complete your Final Exam anytime during its period of availability. 

Discussion Posts:
Optional discussion topics will be posted in each unit. It is up to you whether or not to participate in the discussions. The discussions are not timed, moderated, graded, or required. 

Quizzes
You will take four quizzes. One quiz will cover each of the minority groups we study, and one will be over The I-Search Paper reading. Quizzes will be multiple-choice and timed. All quizzes will be taken online through Blackboard. Quizzes = 25% (6.25% each)

Writing Assignments:
Writing assignments constitute 75% of your overall grade:
1. Analytical Response Paragraphs (x3) - 25%
2. I-Search Paper – 25%
3. Final Exam (written) – 25%

Analytical Response Paragraphs
Each of the three culture units requires that you write and submit an Analytical Response Paragraph. These are lengthy, formal, and highly structured paragraphs designed to test your knowledge of the material we have studied and develop your writing skills in anticipation of the I-Search Paper assignment  that follows. Regardless of the reason, any Analytical Response Paragraph turned in after 11:59 p.m. on the day it is due will not be accepted, and you will receive a score of 0. There is no way to make up these assignments. Limit your paragraphs to 1 &1/2 pages max.

I-Search Paper 
You will write one major paper, with or without partners. In the I-Search Paper you and your partner(s) will research some aspect of one minority culture we have studied as it pertains to American culture as a whole. Specifically, you are looking for a way to link your topic to at least two of the following values of American culture: individualism, community, family, spirituality, work, or civic responsibility. See the course calendar for due dates and the I-Search paper assignment page for detailed instructions and requirements. You my turn in your I-Search Paper at any time during the course up to the date it is due.

Final Exam
The course will culminate with a comprehensive, written Final Exam in which you will respond to one of several prompts in essay format. The exam will cover the entire scope of the course and all material covered during the semester. The Final Exam will not require research or outside sources, but you will be required to use MLA 2009 to document any quotes and information taken from the primary works we have studied in this course. You may complete your Final Exam anytime during its period of availability.



Submission of Written Assignments
· All written assignments must be attached to their Blackboard Vista assignment pages before 11:59 p.m. on the day they are due.
· All written assignments must be attached to their Blackboard Vista assignment pages as Microsoft Word files (.doc or .docx). No other formats will be accepted. 
· Name your document as follows: last name_assignment name.docx (i.e. shanafet_LR2.docx). 
· All written assignments must be typed, properly formatted, and must adhere to MLA 2009 documentation format. 

Reading:
This class requires a large amount of reading. You will read one book in each unit. The most important thing you can do to succeed in this class is read. Do not rely solely on Cliff’s Notes, Spark Notes, etc. Truly, we are going to read some amazing literature this semester. You will never regret the work you do in this class, but in order to be successful, you have to read the material.
 
Films:
There are several films listed on the course calendar. I cannot make Netflix a required resource for this course, so the films listed are recommended but not required. I merely include them to enrich your experience with each culture. If you do not have the desire or resources to locate and watch these films, please omit them from the scope of your course. You will not be tested over them in any way; however, if you do watch them, you may want to refer to one or more of these films in your written assignments.

Grading:
I-Search Paper & Final Exam – 50%	Response Paragraphs– 25%	      Quizzes – 25%
· For each writing assignment except the Final Exam, I will assign a letter grade and provide comments.
· You will not receive comments on your Final Exam, only a letter grade.
· Guidelines for preparing and turning in your writing assignments are provided in this syllabus. The formatting of your papers affects the score you receive, so please carefully follow the guidelines.
· A = 90-100, B = 80-89, C = 70-79, D = 60-69, F = Below 60
· A+=98, A=95, A-=92, 90=90, etc.

Attendance:
In an online course, attendance is equal to participation. Any student who misses more than 12.5% of the overall coursework will: (1) be asked to withdraw from the course, (2) be withdrawn from the course by me, (3) receive an F in the course. If a student is dropped from a class for excessive absences (lack of participation and progress), I will record a grade of "W' (withdraw). It is the student's responsibility to ensure that the withdrawals have been submitted. Each of the conditions below constitutes missing over 12.5% of the course, and you will be dropped or receive an F:
· Failure to score a 100% on the Orientation Quiz in the first week of class
· A grade of zero on three or more quizzes and/or Analytical Response Paragraphs
· Failure to turn in the I-Search Paper.
· Submission of your I-Search Paper more than five days after its due date.
· Failure to turn in your Final Exam during the acceptable date range.

It is your responsibility to complete all assignments and to prepare for exams. Sickness, personal tragedies, and scheduling conflicts do not excuse you from your responsibility for any assignment. Doctor's notes do not impress me. The internet format is the most flexible format available. If you still cannot complete your assignments on time, you do not belong in college at this point in your life and should drop the course immediately.

Course Calendar:

	Unit
	Assignment Details

	Intro & Resources
	· Greetings
· Shanafelt's Bio
· Syllabus
· Instruction - Analytical Response Paragraph
· Instruction - Literary Analysis
· Ice-breaker Discussion
· Orientation Quiz

	1
	· Invisible Man - Ralph Ellison
· Texas Blues
· African-American Art
· Rap, R&B, and Hip-hop 
· The Help (Film)
· Eve’s Bayou (Film)
· Analytical Response Paragraph 1 (AR1) - due 2/15/2012
· African-American Quiz - due 3/1/2012

	2
	· Death on the Nueces - Rodman L. Underwood
· German-American Music
· German-American Art
· Analytical Response Paragraph 2 (AR2) - due 3/19/2012
· German-American Quiz - due 4/1/2012

	3
	· Bless Me, Ultima  - Rudolfo Anaya  
· Chicano Rap, Chicano Rock, Tejano
· Mexican-American Art
· Frida (Film)
· Lone Star (Film)
· Analytical Response Paragraph 2 (AR2) - due 4/15/2012
· Mexican-American Quiz - due 5/1/2012

	I-Search
	· I-Search Paper Assigned
· I-Search Paper Instruction
· I-Search Paper Groups Formed
· I-Search Paper Quiz - due 5/5/2012
· I-Search Paper - due 5/5/2012

	Final Exam
	· Final Exam - available 5/7/2012 - 5/12/2012



Guidelines for Preparing Writing Assignments

1. Margins: 1 inch on top, bottom, and sides.
2. Font: New Times Roman 12 pt. throughout (no exceptions)
3. Spacing: Double space your entire paper
4. Heading: Name, Professor Shanafelt, assignment name, date in upper left (double spaced)
5. Title: An original title (not the title of the assignment) centered on the first page on the first line below heading, no bolding, no italics, no font change
6. Page numbers: your last name and the page number in the header, right justified, not on first page
7. Justification: Left, not full or right
8. Staple your pages together.
9. Do not use a cover page.
10. Paragraph indentations: ½-inch. 
11. Do not skip extra lines between paragraphs. Double-space the entire paper.
12. Do not use the first or second-person point of view (I, you, we, us). 
13. Use MLA documentation for any source information you use.

Sample First and Second Pages of Essay
1-inch 
margin



Mark Twain
Professor Shanafelt
Narrative Essay
February 1, 1885
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

 	You don’t know about me without you have read a book by the name of The Adventures of Tom Sawyer; but that ain't no matter. That book was made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he told the 


original title




 double- 
 spaced 
 text




no full or right justification
½-inch
paragraph indentation





 1-inch 
margin






Twain 2
truth, mainly. There was things which he stretched, but mainly he told the truth. That is nothing. I never seen anybody but lied one time or another, 











Student Freedom of Expression:
Each student is strongly encouraged to participate. In any online classroom situation that includes discussion and critical thinking, there are bound to be many differing viewpoints. These differences enhance the learning experience and create an atmosphere where students and instructors alike will be encouraged to think and learn. On sensitive and volatile topics, students should show the utmost respect for diverse of opinions. This is a sophomore level class and may cover adult material. Be prepared. 

Student Services:
If you require any special modifications/accommodations for this class, please let me know immediately. Visit the Office of DisABILITY Support Services website for more information.

College Policies:
1. San Antonio College does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability with respect to access, employment programs or services.
2. Students are urged not to bring children to either a class or a lab. Minors under the age of twelve (12) must not be left unattended on campus. College Academic Council - April, 1998.
3. ADA Statement: "As per Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, if accommodation is needed contact the Office of DisABILITY Support Services, CAC 124C, Phone: (210) 733-2347.
4. A Rapid Response Team exists for the purpose of responding to emergencies. If you have a disability that will require assistance in the event of a building evacuation, notify Disability Support Services, Chance Academic Center 124C, Phone: (210) 733-2347. 
5. Academic Dishonesty: Students may be subject to disciplinary proceedings resulting in an academic penalty or disciplinary penalty for academic dishonesty. Academic Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating on a test, plagiarism and collusion. For additional information refer to the "Student Code of Conduct" in the San Antonio College Bulletin.
6. San Antonio College is a smoke free campus.
7. ACCD DPS Emergency Phone Numbers:
ACCD DPS Emergency Phone (210) 222-0911
ACCD DPS General Phone (210) 208-8099
ACCD DPS Weather Phone (210) 208-8189 (For information on college closures)
8. Students must also abide by the policies, procedures, and rules set forth in the "Student Code of Conduct" and all other policies set forth in the San Antonio College Bulletin. 
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